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Red maple (Acer rubrum) 
with bark splitting and 
other bark problems  

Mulch with 2-3 inches. 
Do not place on the bark 
of plant.  Mulch out, not 
up.

Repairing a Wounded Tree Trunk
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Wounding occurred early in the tree’s life.  
As a result, the active growing area (cambial 
layer) on the plant is healing over the 
wound.  
When the plant is wounded early in life, it is 
an accepted practice to carefully remove the 
bruised bark in order to facilitate proper 
healing. 

This wound has recently 
happened.  The dead 
bark needs to be made 
clean at edges.   

Wound is 
completely healed. 
Close up page 4 

Area recently wounded.  Bark is peeling off.  
With a sharp knife, remove the bark that is 
loosely attached.  Remove bark to see the 
cambial layer (area of active growth). 
Close up page 5 

Area has many bruises but most 
have healed.  A close watch of the 
area needs to continue. 
Close up page 3 
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Close up of base of trunk. 
Bruising early in the tree’s life has healed 
but created many disfigurations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Depression in the bark as a result of 
wounding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wound that has healed.  The line in the bark 
is where the two surfaces have come back 
together. 
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Close up of wound that has healed. 

Ragged bark should 
have been removed 
earlier in the healing 
process. 
 
Red line depicts the 
healing where the layers 
of bark have included 
and blended together. 
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What do I do with this disfigured area? 

Area of healing.  Plant 
is repairing itself by 
walling over.  This 
cambial layer will wall 
over the wood. 

Area needs to be 
cleaned with a sharp 
knife to remove dead 
bark allowing wound to 
heal quicker. Work 
along the dotted red 
line. 

wood 

Remove  
          this 

 
 
 
This dead bark needs to be 
carefully removed with a 
sharp knife and care not to 
inflict further wounding. 


